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History of Ancient Art, " that shrine of grave and mellow light
for the mute Olympian family.'*
Alexander Pope, who had never seen Rome, was unfair to
the Eternal City when he wrote :
See the wild waste of all-devouring years I
How Rome her own sad sepulchre appears.1
It was, in fact, an interesting, delightful, stimulating city.
Goethe spent five months in Rome in the winter of 1786-87,
lodging with some German artists in a house, Number 18, of
the Corso, near the Porta del Popolo. There he met and was
intimately associated with Moritz, who later travelled in Eng-
land,2 and with Angelica Kauffmann, one of the earliest Royal
Academicians of England. She and her husband, the painter
Zucchi, were very sociable, and had a distinguished circle of
poets, artists, and scholars. During the same Italian journey
Goethe, after a visit to Naples, came back and had a second
period of residence in Rome, from June 6, 1787, to April 23,
1788. He spent most of this time sketching, writing, botaniz-
ing, and sightseeing. This life suited him excellently. " I have
grown steadily happier during my stay in Rome," he wrote
home to Weimar; and when he left the Eternal City he said
that he would never know another day's happiness.
The dissolution of the Order of Jesuits, and the accompany-
ing anti-clerical policies of the * enlightened monardhs,' pro-
duced a serious diminution in the revenues which flowed into
the Papal treasury at Rome. Pope Phis VI (1775-1860) had
to increase the domestic taxes, among others that on the corn
monopoly. The loaf went down to half its former size. Pius
VI was generous in his care of neglected monuments, which,
after restoration, he usually had inscribed " through the
munificence of Pius VI " (mumficentia PU Sexti), Pasquino,
the generic name for anonymous Roman wit, left in a public
place one of the half-size loaves one morning, with
centia PU Sexti " attached on a piece of paper*
1 Alexander Pope, Moral Essays, Epistle V, line i.
f See above, p. 29.